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F HE SECRET 


HIS T N 
BETTY IRELAND, 


Who was trepann'd into Marriage at the Age of Fourteen, 
and debauched by Beau A te at Fifteen, by whom ſhe 
had one Son ; the vile Injury ſhe did to that Gentleman, 
and her turning Proftitute ; her Amour with the Lord 
M. 4 when ſhe came to London; and her Ingratitude to 
that Noble Gentleman. 


Her Inceſt with her own Son, by whom ſhe conceiv'd and brought 


forth a Daughter, on whom ſhe ſettled a handſome Annuity; 
her taking a Houſe and felling Punch, &c. her being carted 
for a Bawd; her Revenge on one of the Juſtices who was 
_ principally concerned in cauſing her to undergo that Shame. 
Her Amours with a Few, whom ſhe cauſed to be arreſted for 
Zool. and with three Merchants (who were Brothers) to 
each of whom ſhe was married in ſeven Days, without the 
Knowledge of cither ; and afterwards Jo parerhs upon Arti- 
cles of Agreement. 


Her Behaviour in Yorkſhire; particularly in Relation to the a- 
foreſaid Juſtice of Peace; her Liberality in that County; her 
being robbed on Epping. Foreſt, having firſt ſhot one of the 
Highwaymen, and being afterwards ſhot in the Shoulder b 
another; her taking a Houle and intriguing with Smut eil, 
an I. ihman, who lived by Sharping. His Tricks with ſeveral 
"Tradeſmen ; his Confinement and Death in Newgate. 


Her allociating with Shop/ifters; her being taken in the Fact; 
and the Stratagem ſhe uſed to efcape a Proſecution. Her i in- 
veigling a young Man to ſel] his Patrimony before he came of 
Age; her turning a Strolling Player with the Manner how the 
made herſelf Miſtreſs of the Company ; her enticing her 
Daughter to leave her Father; their Arrival at Cork in Ireland, 
after they had eſcaped a violent Storm; their Succeſs there | 
for ſome Years, with an Account of her ſudden Death. 


1 
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Read Flanders Moll, the German Princess ſcan, 
Then match our Iriſh Betty if you can : 
In Mit and Vice fhe did em both excel, 


And may be juſtly call 4 a NONPARE1L., 
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THE SECRET 


HISTORY 


BETTY IRELAND. 


T is @ good Family, ſays an old Proverb, wlll 
| | Rogue in it; for the Sake 

therefore of the Perſon from whom Betty Ire-. 
land is deſcended, I have avoided to make mention 


of her Sir-name, in the room of which I have ſub- 


ſtituted that of the Country wherein ſhe was born, 
Hex Grandfather was Phyſician to King Charles 


the Second, from whom he received the Honour of 


Kinghthood, and while he attended that Monarch 
in his Exile, he married a German Lady, whoſe 
fine Houſe, and a very large Town of which ſhe 
was ſole Miſtreſs, were unhappily reduced to Aſhes, 
in the Space of twelve Hours. Nevertheleſs, her 
Dowry, at the Time of her Marriage, amounted to 


upwards of ten thouſand Pounds, beſides Plate 


and Jewels, and coming to England with her Huſ- 
band at the Reſtoration, they did not continue long 
in this Kingdom, but went into Ireland, where they 
left behind them four Sons and two Daughters, and 
made a handſome Proviſion for each of them. 
Tux youngeſt was a Captain of Horſe at the 


Revolution, and attended King William in the Wars 


A 2 of 


| 
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of Ireland; Betty © was the ſecond Daughter, and 


had been bred up under her Grandmother, whoſe 
too indulgent Nature ſhe abuſed. As ſhe was well 
had a fine Mein, a large Share of Wit and 
Senſe, 15 The was wonderfully beautiful, to which 
were added the Advantages of the beſt Education. 
She had ſcarce arrived to her Fourteenth Year,when 
ſhe became the reigning Toaft of fall the City; 
Crowds of Lovers conſtantly attended her where- 
ever-ſhe went, and at laſt a Match was propoſed 


between her and the Earl of N .——, but he 
being old enough to be her Grandfather, ſhe could 


not be perſuaded to comply, tho' he offered to 


der a ee her. of a thouſand Pounds: 4 


ar i 1 * Ww & wo of „ 


Her young Blood began to circulate briſkly, 


and having a ſtrong Inclination to be made a Wife, 
and refolying to, Chuſe a Huſband, whe was ne 


flung h away upon a Tradeſman, who, by the 
oncrivance. and Aſſiſtance of her Maid, palmed 


himſelf upon her for a. Gentleman of à good Fa- 
_ mily 3 oh a large Eſtate. She quickly conceived, 


and in dye Time brought 1 a Daughter: She 
was calt. off by her Relations, and deſpiſed by 


| thoſe who had admired her before: And 135 Hut. 


band being baulked in his Expectation of a large 


Fortune, uſed her fas ſhe often declared) very 
roughly, and induced her at laſt to Ali on the Stage, 
which Buſineſs he then followed. 
HR Friends judging rightly, what would be 
the Conſequence of this Scene of Life, and what a 
Diſgrace it was to them, made Application to the 

Maſter of the Play-houſe, who at their Requeſt. 

diſcarded her — being an A#rejs. Had they. 
applied themſelves ſooner, they might probably 


have prevented what afterwards beſel her: For as 


moſt Gentlemen are fond of a young Creature, upomm 


1 - her 


gn, ke than herſelf, ſne unfortunately 
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3 
her firſt Appearance at a Theatre, ſo Beau M—, 
wha had à good Addreſs and Fortune, found an 
Opportunity to ſeduce her, and kept Company 
with her in Private, for the Space of two Years. 
She was delivered of a fecond Daughter, but her 
Huſband could not be induced to believe that he 
was the Father; and thereupon an Uneaſineſs ariſ- 
ing between them, and their Jars confinually in- 
ereafing, ſhe communicated her Deſign to her new 
Lover, who providing handſome Lodgings for her 
in a Village, two Miles diſtant from Dublin, re- 


_ ceived her into his Arms the Night that ſhe eloped 
from her Huſband. . e 


' Hex ſhe lived for the Space of twelve Months, 


and wanted nothing that Love or Money could br 
the 


ply her with: The Bean doated on her, and 

had Art and Cunning enough to make him believe 
ſhe was as fond of him, always pretending to be 
uneaſy when he went away from her, and telling 
him how penſive and melancholy ſne ſat during his 
Abſence. She gquickened one Night as they were in 
Bed, at which he profeſſed great Satisfaction, and 
the next Time he returned to her, preſented her 


with a rich Piece of Silk for a Gown and Petticoat, 


a Gold Watch, and a Diamond Ring; aſſuring her, 
that if ſne ſhould be delivered of a Boy, he would 


fettle three hundred Pounds a Year upon him for 
ever, and give her five hundred Guineas. Nature 


gratified both their Deſires, and the Child was 
named Richard, after the Father, who faithfully 
performed his Promiſe to both, and left the Deed 


of Settlement in the Mother's Hands, to whoſe 
Care and Management he committed his ſpurious 
Son. Betty growing weary of leading a retired 
Life in the Spring of her Age, placed the Child 


out at Nurfe, and took Lodgings in Dublin, un- 
krown to her „ind Keeper, for whom ſhe ſent a 


Mlieeflenger the Night ſhe came into them. He 
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was much ſurpriſed at this ſudden Change, and nor 
thinking it proper to be ſeen with her in Publick, 
went to one of his Acquaintance, who had been 
rivy to their Intrigues, and deſired her to let Betty 
hw the Reaſon of his not going to her that 


Night, and how uneaſy he was at the falſe Step ſhe 


had taken in coming to Town, however, he would 
dine with her the next Day at the Ring in Ring's-end. 
This Meſſage nettled Betty at firſt ; but upon the 
Remonſtrances of her Confidant, ſhe was appealed ; 


and they both lay together. 


THe next Day about Noon they went to the 
Place appointed, where they met the Gentleman, 
whoſe Countenance was not altogether ſo pleaſant 


as uſual ; nor did he receive Betty with his accuſ- 


tomed Ardour. She looked upon this as a Mark of 
Contempt, or a Slight at beſt, and could not re- 


frain from burſting into Tears. When this Shower 
was over, ſhe aſked him what ſhe had done, that 


could occaſion him to treat her in ſo cold a Man- 
ner? © Is this the Recompence you make me for 


1 having ſacrificed my Reputation for you, and 


ven up myſelf to your Embraces? Ungenerous 
Nan am juſtly puniſhed for breaking my Mar- 
riage Vow, and for my Folly in loving a Man, 
who does not merit my Love. Say, falſe De- 
ceiver, are you not grown weary of me? Have 
you not caſt your Eyes upon ſome new Face, 
which ſeems at preſent a more pleaſing Object to 
you, becauſe it is new: But remember that I tell 
you, ſhe will never prove fo conſtant and faithful 

to you, as your Betty has been.“ 
Tus Gentleman was ſo much aſtoniſhed at this 
unexpected Attack, that he remained Speechleſe 
for ſome Time; at laſt he recovered his Senſes, and 
taking Courage, laid, * You have no reaſon, Betty, 
to call me Ungenerous, for I have done more for 
* you than you delired; I do not ſpeak this in a 
. — 


1 
© boaſting way, but 'tis what I am compelled to 
ſay in my own Vindication, and yet had I done 
Ten Times more, I own it would not be a ſuffi. 
cient Recompence for your Love and Fidelity to 
me. As to the other part of your Charge, it has 
no other Foundation than bare Suggeſtion, and 
groundleſs Jealouſy, nor have I the leaſt Incli- 
nation to change one Miſtreſs for another. My: 
Reaſon for not coming to you laſt Night was, 
© that I did not judge it convenient; for as you 
© have taken Lodgings in a very public, Part of the 
Town, and our Love-Affairs have been hitherta. 
kept Secret, ſhould I go thither, they would ſoon 
5 + be blazed abroad, which might be attended with 
4 6 a bad Conſeq une i 2 17 
Betty being convinced of the Reaſonableneſs of 
what he had ſpoke, a Reconciliation was ſoon made 
by the good Offices of the Confidant. And after 
they had dined, they. took Coach, and went to 
viſit their Son. She promiſed to go very ſpeedily 
to her Country Lodgings, and he was ſo well 
pleaſed with the Aſſurance ſhe had given him that 
ſhe would perform it, he made her a Preſent of 
twenty Guineas. When they returned to Dublin, 
ſhe took her Friend with her, and having con- 
tinued there two Nights, ſne pretended the Air 
was too ſharp for her Conſtitution, and then re- 
moved; ſending a Letter to her Spark, to acquaint 
him with what ſhe had done. Having approved 
her Conduct herein, he came and ſtayed with her 
all Night, and ſeldom failed either to viſit, or ſend \ 
to her every Day for ten Months. But ſhe being 
naturally inclined to Roving, could not bear this 
retired Way of living any longer; and the next 
Night that her Lover came to her, he told her tit 
he was obliged to go into the Country, for three or 
four Days, and deſired her to divert herſelf during 
that Time in what Manner ſoever was moſt *. 
| able 
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able to her. She embraced this Opportunity, and 


coming the next Evening to Dulilin, ſhe went to 
the Plays where ſhe was picked up by a handſome 
young Gentleman, with whom ſhe went to the 
Tavern before the Play was ended, and from thence 
to the Bagnio. This was the fecond Looſe ſhe had 
given to Love, and was the Cauſe of all the Misfor- 
tunes that afterwards happened to her: For her 


new Lover being in a pictled Condition, communi- 


cated the Inſection to her, who gave it to the Per- 
ſon that had ſeduced her, before ſhe was aware of 
it. This occaſioned a Separation, and being now 
entirely at her own Liberty, -ſhe.became-in- a little 
Time ſo great a-Proſtitute, that the vileſt Rake in 
the Kingdom would not venture to touch her. 
When ſhe reflected upon the lamentable Cafe ſhe 
was in, ſhe ſent for a very able Surgeon, who un- 


dertook to cure her, which he performed effectualy 


in as a ſhort a compaſs of Time, as the Natute of 
the Diſeaſe would admit; and being now like a 


| blown Deer, ſhunned by every one, ſhe reſolved to 
leave the Kingdom, and try what Fortune ſhe 
might meet with in England, hoping ſhe might 


paſs there for a Plumb, 'whoſe Blue was not 


. worn off. She therefore writ a Letter to her injur- 


ed Lover, wherein ſhe. acquainred him wirh' her 
Intentions, begging a thouſand Pardons for abuf- 
ing his Love and Tenderneſs to her, and requeſting 
him to take Care of the Child he had by her, and 

not let him ſuffer for the Folly and Imprudence 


of the Mother. He was ſo ſenſibly touched 
when he read the Letter, chat the Fears ran down 


his Checks, he promiſed to grant her Requeſt, and 
toi manifeſt: that be had ſeill a tender Concern 


for her, and pitied the Misfortunes ſhe hed 
zunhappily plunged herſelf into, ſent her a Bank- 
note of fifry Pounds, and wiſhed - ker all the 
- Proſperity imaginabſe tn 


WutN 
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Warn ſhe came to London, ſhe took handſome 
Lodgings in Pall. Mall; and though ſhe had ſeve- 
ral Relations, who were Perſons of Quality, yet her. 
Character was repreſented to them in ſuch black 
Colours, that every one of them refuſed to ſee her. 

Sur had juſt entered into her nineteenth Year 
when the came to London; and as ſhe was deſtitute 
of Acquaintance, ſhe could not tell which way to 
beſtow her Time. She looked upon the Playhouſe 
to be the beſt Market for her; and ſhe went ſeve- 
ral Nighrs to the Pit in a Maik, before ſhe could 
meet with any thing to her Advantage. At laft 
ſhe was accoſted by the Lord C „Who Was ſo 
captivated with her Wit and Humour that he de- 
elared, if ſhe had a Face proportionable in Beauty 
to her Tongue and her Shape, he ſhould eſteem 
her a Nonpareil. My Lord, ſays ſhe, I ſhall 
have a better Opinion of myſelf Han I have had 
* hitherto, ſince a Gentleman of ſo refined a Taſte 
and Judgment approves my Shape and Conver- 
* ſation: I can aſſure your Lordſhip, that my Face 
* is the ſame that Nature made it; 1 ule. no Art, 
* nor has Age plowed it with Favours.“ To this 
he replied, 7 Though I dare take your Word in 
* this Caſe, yer, Madam, beg you wilt favour 
me with an occular Demonſtration, that 1 may 
* complear my Happineſs.' * is but a momen- 
* tary Felicity, my Lord, anſwered Betty, which 

« exiſts in a ſingle View of any Object, and there- 
« fore what is fo tranſitory might be the better not 
to have been known.“ Before his Lordſhip could 
make a Return, the two Lords //———þ and 
M——z came into the Pit, having ſworn to pull 
off every Maſk in the Houſe. When Betty per- 
ceived hat they were doing, ſhe unveiled her Face 
2 and begged his Lordſhip's Protection; 

„charmed with her Beauty, drew his Sword, 
and fwore. he would protect her at the Hazard of 


4 | B 11S 


4 10 
his Lite. The raking Lords obſerving this, pur- 
ſued their Reſolution no farther. When the Play 


was over, his Lordſhip offered his Service to con- 


duct Betty home; but the cunning Baggage would 
not accept it, looking upon ſuch an ealy Conceſſion 


to be mal- apropos to her Delign, and might be in- 


terpreted as an Inclination to ſurrender upon any 
Terms. However, ſhe permitted him to hand her 
to her Chair, and he ſent his Footman to obſerve 
where {he was ſet down, which proved to be the 


Houſe of his Lordſhip's Milliner; but he pre- en- 
gaged her to be at the Play the next Night. | 
Is the Morning he went thither, and, under a 
Pretence of beſpeaking ſome Things that he wanted, 
enquired who was the Gentlewoman that lodged in 
her Houſe. To this the Milliner anſwered, That 
| ſhe could not give his Lordſhip any Satisfaction in 
that Point; ſhe believed her to be a Stranger to the 


Town, and that ſhe had left her Parents, but upon 


what Account ſhe could not tell. She had heard 


her ſay, that ſhe had ſome Relations in Town of 


good Quality, but did not care any of them ſhould 


know what was become of her ; nobody came to 


viſit her, and-ſhe never went abroad but to the Play, 


and always returned when that was done. She 
added further, that ſhe was young and beauritul, 


eat and drank the beſt, and talked of going to the 
Meſt- Indies. 8 085 


Tuis Account put his Lordſhip in a brown Study; 


however, he did not fail going to the Play, but 


could not diſcover his /:tt/e Angel, as he called her, 


Ile then ſent to the Milliner, to know if the Gen- 


tle woman was gone abread, and in what Cloaths; 
Information was given to his Lordſhip, as he de- 


ſired; then caſting his Eyes about, he eſpied her 


in one of the Side- boxes, and went immediately to 
ber. Well, Madam, ſaid he, though you could 


getamorphoſe yourſelf into as many Shapes as Pro- 


Leus, 
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teus, yet Love, you ſee, can diſtinguiſh and nd 
you out. Many Things, my Lord, replied Belty, 
are attributed to Love, though the little blind Rogue 
knows nothing of them : "And 1 may venture to 
ſay, that if your Lordſhip had nor followed the 
Example of Jupiler, and appeared to your Milliner 
in a Golden Shower, 1 might have remained here as 
ſecure from a Diſcovery, 3 as Danae did in the brazen 
Tower, built by her Father Acriſfus. But Jupiter, 
ſaid the Lord, found a favourable Reception from 
his Danae, which mine refuſes me. To this Betty 
replied, He took the moſt effectual Manner to ob- 
tain the Favour, for he poured himſelf into her 
Lap. So would I, anſwered the Lord, if I were 


Jure to be as kindly received. Look you, my Lord, 


lays Betty, Gold carries with it an irreſiſtible Temp- 
tation; it makes the Soldier fight, the Phyſician | 
preſcribe, the Lawyer plead, and the Prieſt pray 

for you: In ſhort, 'tis here, and here alone, that 
the World pays an unconditional Paſſive-obedi- 
ence; and if any Man ſhall diſcredit what I fay, I 


will bring the whole Tribe of Levi to juſtify it. 


But I am as tired of this Subject, as I am of the 
Play, which, in my humble Judgment, has not 
one good Line in it. Says a Gentleman in the 
Side-box, the Lady, I think, is a Wit, and I won- 
der how two of the fame Profeflion can agree. To. 
this Betty anfwered, T houghts, Sir, are Free but 

if I may be allowed to gueſs at your Judgment by 
your Dreſs, I muſt conclude, that Jam but one 


Degree above an Ideot. O Heavens! what an 
aukward Fi igure does a Man make, who ſets up for 


a Beau, after he has wintered his. grand climacte- 
rical Year! | 


Her zuron ſhe made her Exit, and my Lord 
6 followed her. With much Perſualon he 


prevailed with her to ſup at the Roſe, where they 
agreed upon Articles of Surrender ; but he was not | 
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6 
admitted to take Poſſeſſion till they were ratified 
and confirmed. Soon after the Play was done, ſne 
went home in a Coach, having engaged my Lord 
to dine with her the next Day; and in the Morn- 
ing, ſhe conſulted with the Milliner what Enter- 
tainment to provide for his Lordſhip. The Wo- 
man, who had more Honour and Honeſty than 
moſt of the fame Trade, took an Opportunity of 
aſking Betty, whether ſhe was intimately. acquaint- 
ed with his Lordſhip? Who telling her, that ſhe 
had no further Knowledge of him than ſeeing and 
talking with him a few Nights at the Play, and 
that he made Love to her upon honourable Terms. 


She believed, ſaid, Madam, I adviſe you as a Friend 


to be upon your Guard, for I can aſſure you, his 


g is married, and his Father, the Earl of 
N. 


is living; and then judge you, whether he 
has not a Deſign to trepan your Innocence: But I 


muſt requeſt you not to reveal this Secret, left I 


loſe his Lordſhip's Cuſtom. Betty, counterfeiting 
the Innocence of the Dove, though ſhe had more 
of the Serpent in her, pretended to be very much 


ſurpriſed ar this Intelligence; well, ſaid ſhe, there 


is no Faith in Man; however, [will entertain my 


Lord civilly, and to prevent an Opportunity of his 


paying me a ſecond Viſit, will remove to neh 
Part of the Town To- morrow. 


WariLr they were in Diſcourſe, my Lord came 
and ſaluted Betty in a very modeſt Manner; who 


deſired the Milliner to ſend her Servant to the Ta- 


vern to haſten Dinner. During her Abſence, ſhe 
related what had paſſed between them; and en- 
Joined his Lordſhip to continue a Cuſtomer. to her, 
left it might give ſome Umbrage of Suſpicion : 
This he promiſed to do, and then told her, that 
he had provided Lodgings for her in Bou. ſtreet by 
Covent garden; promiling that ſhe ſhould be there 
in a Night or two, and nat ſhe mult paſs for his 
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( 23 ) 
Wife. Dinner was upon the Table; and Betty, 
to put a good Gloſs upon the Matter, would not 
ſit down, till the Milhner came to keep Company 
with them. Every thing was carried in a very 
handſome Manner, without the leaſt Diſtruſt. 
His Lordſhip would have treated them with a 
Play, but they deſired to be excuſed; and in the 
Evening he took my n to wait upon 
them again 
In a little after he went away, Betty p erſuaded 
the Milliner to accompany her to the Hiayhouſe,, 
under Pretence of obſerving his Lordfhip's Mo- 
tions; and they had not been long in the Pit, de 
fore my Lord came into one of the Boxes: Be 
gave him the Signal flyly, and he preſently came 
to them: What have we got here, ſaid he, a 
and her young Lady ? Good Madam Cynthia be- 
hind a Cloud, unveil yourſelf. I Low not, Sir, 
anſwered Betty; if I ſhould take off my Maſk, it 
is poſſible I might difcover an old Face, or aw old 
Acquaintance, and would not either of them be a 
great Mortification to you ? Yes, Faith, replied 
my Lord, and I thank you for the Memento you 
ſee I have not the Curioſity of Mother Eve. But 
I am perſuaded, replied Betty, that you would ven- 
ture to play the Fool like Father Adam, and: joy- 
fully accept what the Serene left. Say you ſo, my 
little Nymph of Venus? quoth my Lord ; and 
then putting his Hand on her Neck, the Milliner 
faid, Pray, Sir, forbear, and uſe no Rudeneſs to 
my Daughter. Look you, Mother, ſaid my Lord, 
J know you deal in briztle Ware, but if you will 
promiſe. that the Pipkrn is not cracked, I will be- 
come a Purchaſer. He then took out his Purſe, 
but Betty deſired him to keep his Money, and pay 
his Tradeſmen; for as Quarter-day was near, the 
was ſure that he would have a numerous Levee: of 
Creditors next Morning. Truly, Madam, ſaid 
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my Lord, if every Part about you” be as nimble © 


as your 'Tongue, your Huſband need not fear go- 

ing to Heaven. I believe it, replied Bezty, for 
you are ſo charitable, that you would willingly help 
him forward in his Journey thither, by planting 
as large a Pair of Horns on his Frontlet, as any 
Alderman wears, and ſo make him appear a Buck 
of the firſt Head, But the World entertains a 
very wrong Notion of Cuckolds going to Heaven, 
or as the Path 7s narrow, their Horns. muſt cer- 


tainly prevent their Entrance, Well, Madam, ſaid 
my Lord, your Obſervation is juſt, and I find you 
Women will maintain your Prerogative in having 
the laſt Word. Yes, ſays ſhe, as you fight for the 
_ Preſervation of your Liberty and Property, it is but 
reaſonable that we exert ourſelves in the Defence 


of ours. 


Here my Lord left them, and they went home 
in a hackney Coach, diverting themſelves at Sup- 


per with what had paſſed at the Playhouſe. The 
next Morning, when they had breakfafted, Betty 
went abroad under a Pretence of getting new 
Lodgings, that ſhe might avoid the Snare which 


my Lord had laid for her; and when ſhe return- 


ed, told the Milliner, ſhe had furniſhed herſelf 


with what ſhe wanted at a Relations Houſe. Every 
thing was packed up immediately; and, taking 
her Leave, lay that Night at Hampſtead. My Lord 


met her the Night following, conducted her to the 
new Lodgings, had a very elegant Supper pre- 
pared, and they lay together. When ſhe was in 


Bed, my Lord came to her, and faid, Though 1 


cannot change myſelf into a Golden Shower, for the 


Sake of my Danee, yet I can pour one into her Lap; 


then ſlipping a Purſe with a hundred Guineas down 


her Boſom, took her about the Neck and kiſſed 
her, as an Earneſt! of what was to follow. My 


Lord, ſaid ſhe, what ! ſpoke of Danae jocular, pure 
chaſed 


x ou 


at this generous Treatment, and obeyed her Orders, 


are the Stock-Plays of the Old Houſe at this Day. 


for the Objections ſhe made. Bur, notwithſtand- 
ing my Lord was extremely fond of her, yet ſhe. 


En) 


chaſed Love is my Averſion; I therefore defire you . 
will take your Purſe, or not come to Bed: I am 


no mercenary Perſon, and Love for Love is all I 
expect. His Lordſhip was wonderfully ſurprized 


though it was with Reluftance. 

I'n the Morning he prefented her with a Dia- 
mond Necklace and Pendants, and conveyed the 
Purſe of Gold privately. into her Pocket; nor had 


ſhe Occaſion, during the ſeveral Years chat ſhe was 
kept by his Lordſhip, to aſk for any thing, which 
he prevented by his conſtant Supplies. He fur- 
niſhed her with a Coach, which was entirely at her 


Command, a Footman and a Waiting-woman. 
She had the beſt of Wine and the beſt of Eatables 
from a Tavern, oppoſite to her Lodgings, and an 
Allowance of three hundred Pounds a Year from 
his Lordſhip for Pin-money: 

As ſhe had a good Judgment in Poetry, eſpe⸗ 
cially the dramatic Kind, my Lord introduced a 
young Gentleman to her, ſome of whoſe Works 


Every Scene was brought to her, and was conti- 


nued, altered or left out, as ſne approved or diſ- 
liked it; and ſhe always gave very good Reaſons 


could not forbear intriguing with the young Poet, 


of whom his Lordſhip began to entertain a Jea- 
louſy; and a Confirmation would have enſued, had 
it not been for a lucky Thought, which I. ſhall be 


very brief in relating, becauſe it has been intro- 
duced on the Stage as an Incident in the Trip to 


the Jubilee, where her Character is drawn in the | 


Part of Lady Lurewell. 
Tuts young Gentleman dined . with Betty one 


Day, and they were very familiar, not expecting 


to be ſurpriſed by his Lordſhip; who, inftead of 
going 
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oing directly to her Lodglngs, was ſet down at 
Fils Ooffechouſe in Row-ftreet, which at that Time 
was frequented by the Wiis of the Age. Her Ser- 
vant, ſeeing my Lord go in, acquainted his Miſ- 
treſs with it, and the Son of Apollo, not knowing 
how to get off without being diſcovered, called a 
Porter, and changed Cloaths with him. By this 
Method he eſcaped, but the Porter was ſeen by his 
Lordſhip, who aſked Betty, what aukward Animal 
ſhe had entertained ? Betty, who had a quick In- 
vention, anſwered, if you. will look in his Face, 
you may diſcern Dick the Porter in Maſquerade. 
The. Gentleman, whom you patroniſe, has drefſed 
him in his on Cloaths, and ſent him here to know 
whether I would permit him to pay me a Viſit in 
your Abſence. Prithee, Dick, ſays my Lord, tell 
aim from me, that his Company will be very ac- 
ceptable. Away goes Dick; but where to find 
the Gentleman he knew not; and happening to 
ſee a Mob in Covent-garden, he goes thither. The 
Gentleman being met by the Porter's. Wife, who 
was hunting for her Huſband, becauſe he had not 
been at home the laſt Night, ſtopped him, and 
ſeeing Dick's Cloaths on his Back, concluded he 
had murdered him ; but the ſuppoſed dead Man 
came-opportunely to prevent his being carried be- 
fore a Magiſtrate. They went to an Alehouſe, 
and changed their Apparel, and then the Porter, 
Who had a Crown for his Labour, told him what 
had paſſed, and that my Lord deſired his Com- 
pany. From hence he went to a Tavern, and re- 
freſhed himſelf with a Glaſs of Wine, while he 
ſent for clean Linen and another Peruke; he then 
went to his Lordſhip, to whom he related what 
had paſſed, and how narrowly he eſcaped. being 
mobb'd and impriſoned z which afforded much Di- 
verſion. | 7 5 


. 
As he knew that Betty was a Woman wha re» 
quired not much Importunity to grant he laſt Fa- 
vour ; and reflecting on the other Hand, that he 
had often partook of his Lordſhip's Liberality, 
whoſe Friendſhip he was unwilling to loſe for the 
Sake of a Woman, who, he believed, would not 
prove conſtant to any Man: He thought there was 
no better Way to {ſecure his Intereſt in both, than 
to get a Wife with a tolerable Fortune. He was 
recommended in a little Time to a very agreeable 
Gentlewoman, who had five hundred Pounds; a 
Sum which he could not expect from the Nine Muſes, 
tho? they had Beauty and harmonious Voices; were 
as poor as Job, and had ſcarce a Smock to their 
Backs. He therefore courted her with Aſſiduity, 
and invited her one Day to Bartholomew Fair. My 
Lord and Beity happened to take a Ramble there 


at the ſame Time; and, going into the Cloyſters, 
law the young Spark raifling for a fine Set of China, 


which he won. His Miſtreſs ſtood by him, and 
he deſigned to preſent her with Fortune's Favour 
but perceiving my Lord, and knowing preſently 
who was with him, he took up the China, and, 
pretending to ſlip, daſhed the Cups, Saucers, and 
a large Punch-bowl, to Pieces. This he did on 
Purpoſe; for had he preſented them to Betty, he 


would have loſt his Miſtreſs, who muſt needs have 


been affronted at ſuch a Proceeding ; and then 
again he conſidered, that he might have diſobliged 
my Lord and Beth, if he had given them to the 
Gentlewoman, whom he deſigned for his Wife. 
Every Body lamented the unhappy Accident, ex- 
cept my Lord, whole Judgment was as quick as his 
Eye: You ſee, young Gentleman, ſays he, that 
Fortune is fickle, and has as little Regard to Men 
of Senſe, as ſhe has to Fools; however, let me ad- 
viſe you to make better Uſe of her Favours for the 
future, leſt you provoke her to frown upon you for 

ever. 
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ever; He then put ten Guineas in his Hand, and 
deſired his Company at Dinner next Day, without 
giving himſelf the Jrouble of ſending a Porter with 
any Meſſage whatever. 

THis ſealonable Supply enabled him to raffle 
again; but not having any Luck, the Gentlewoman 
delired him to deſiſt, He obeyed her Commands, 
and preſenting her with a Fan, which coſt Half a 
Guinea, they left the Cloyfters, and went to the Ta- 
vern, from whence they adjourned to the Play. 

AT Dinner he was rallied very ſmartly on ac- 


count of the Gentlewoman who was with him, and 


what had happened to the China; he very ingenu- 
ouſly diſcloſed the Cauſe of the Accident; and my 
Lord aſking him whether he was ſerious in his 
Courtſhip, he anſwered in the Affirmative; adding, 
that a good Wife and a tolerable Portion would 
quicken his Wit, and oblige him to be the more 


diligent. I am dubious, ſaid Betty, whether that 


Aſſertion can be maintained, for tho' Money may 
be a Means to enliven a Man's Spirits, and quicken 
his Thoughts, fo far as it enables him to purchaſe 
a Flaſk of the beſt Wine; yet the Care of a Fa- 
mily, and the Drudgery of a nuptial Bed, muſt 
certainly cramp his Genius. I allow, Madam, re- 
plied he, that what you ſay may be true, and has 


often proved ſo in many Reſpects: But ſuch an un- 


happy Fate attends only ſuch ſtupid Animals, who 


are 4x0r10us, and abſorbed in Infolence. For my 


Part, I would as ſoon ſubmit to be Prieſt-ridden as 


Wife-ridden ; and as for the Care of the Family, I 


ſhall leave it entirely to the Miſtreſs of it. I am 
reſolved to enjoy my Friend and my Bottle, while 
J am capable of doing either; I will ſteer this 
Courſe of Life as long as it is permitted me to live. 
IJ approve your Reſolution, ſays my Lord; and if 
you perſevere therein, Matrimony will be no Im- 
pediment to the Progreſs of your Wit and Fan 

| | ut, 


7 
* 
18 
5 
7 
$ 
* 
2 
ie. 
$A 
* 
% 


- As SO RIOT nd Rad et es ee ee ED 2 rs 2 - 5 
N J ²·¹·.ꝛ d ꝛ rn nn oe 
7 . .. a r ü IE BEIT ON DR + . 
. ” pf E X16 oe a * ˖ « — * — * 5 . 
2 . 3 Pe 8 n N » 2 rr Bn OE a bn: 
— 6; 583 e WS — on . ou 
* 5 R. TS L 
— 45'S SLID * 2 


> $9 — * 
A 
Won L N 


*Þ 
. 
22 
1 
* 
NL 
S 
33 
bY 
"as 
2 
* 
* 


1 2 ; E.. e AD. ids N — . 8 Lok 8 

2 : ö . — „„ LS Sg VE = n 8 . 8 
5 ESI» 2 i . 5 er OE i ie a 8 PS WI 8 n 
3 r * ͤͤ( . — DEE RP. 8 1 X % EFT Fog” 

* . * 4 8 n 1 2 : N LES Oe RS Ne AE hon 

3 e e I WS þ 8 n * 

bY TO. N — 8 2 2 p 
; \ 


„ 
But, my Lord, ſays Betty, as his Play is coming 
off the Stocks, it is high Time for him to think of 


a Patron; and if I may gueſs at his Intentions, I 


believe he deſigns to dedicate it to your Lordſhip, 


and in my Opinion, you are the propereſt Perſon 
to accept it. I deſire to be excuſed, anſwered my 


Lord; and I will introduce him to a Nobleman, 


who will not only be proud of a Dedication, but 
acknowledge it with a handſome Gratuity. How- 


ever, that I may not be thought to decline it, as if 


I intended thereby not to open my Purſe, I deſire, 
Betty, you will prevail with your Right- hand Gueſt 


to accept this Trifle. He then put a Bank- note of 


fifty Pounds into her Hand, which ſhe gave to the 
young Poet. 

Ir his Lordſhi p had been poſſeſſed of his Father's 
Eſtates, they would have produced thirty thouſand 
Pounds yearly ; but what was ſettled upon him was 
only fix thouſand. He was a Gentleman of the beſt 
Wit, Senſe, and Judgment; he was the beſt Pa- 
tron, and the beſt Friend ; had a generous Soul, 
and, making an Allowance tor his ſmall Fartune, 
compared with what Cæſar and Alexander poſſeſſed, 
he exceeded thoſe Emperors in Liberality, and was 


the greateſt Encourager of Learning. One Day, in 
the Heat of Summer, he drank three large Glaſſes 


of Lemonade, and was ſoon after ſeized with a Shi- 


vering ; this he thought to drive away by ſolacing 


himſelf in the Arms of his Bezzy ; but he exerted 
himleif fo ſtrenuouſly, and fo often, that he was 


thrown into a Fever, and obliged to be carried home 


about Twelve o'Clock, giving ſtrict Orders to the 
Chairmen, not to let any body know the Place 
from whence they brought him. Phyſicians at- 
tended him next Day, and his Fever increaſing, 
they had no Hopes of his Recovery. He then fent 
for his favourite Poet, to whom he made a Preſent 


of a Note for two hundred Guineas, and telling him, 


C2 that 
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that as it was not proper for his Be/ty to come to 


him, he intruſted him to deliver another to her for 
Five hundred, in Conſideration of the five Children 


he had by her. The Signs of approaching Death 


were viſible, and the laſt Words he uttered were, 
Lift me up, my Friend, for I am finking ; remember 
me to Betty; and He could | no more, 
but expired in his Arms. 

In the Evening he came to Pezty's Lodgings, and 
acquainting her with the News of my Lord's Death, 
ſhe ſwooned ; but, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 


not for the Value ſhe had for his Perſon, as on ac-— 
count of her being rendered incapable of living ſo 
profuſely for the future, as ſhe had done for ſome 


Years paſt. When ſhe recovered her Senſes, ſhe 
ordered a Bottle of Wine to be brought, and drank 
a large Gla!s; but as ſoon as the Poet had dif- 
charged his Truſt, ſhe appeared very alert, and 


reading over the Order tor five hundred Guineas 


a ſecond Time, like an ungrateful and inſulting 
Wretch as ſhe was, ſaid, Methinks there is great 
Harmony in the Words F7ve hundred Guineas. Well, 


Mourning will not avail any thing, and Sorrow is 


as great an Enemy to a pretty Face, as Age or the 


| Small-pox : ; 1 will therefore drive it from me. 


Hereupon ihe drank a Bumper; and, telling her 
Friend, that fhe could not poſſibly lie alone, in- 
vited him to ſtay with her all Night. He was fo 


provoked at her unaccountable Behaviour, that he 


advited her to fend for a Porter, or rather a Jacłk- 
js. How can you, faid he, diveſt yourſelf of fo 
much Humanity? Is nothing due to the Memory 
of the beſt Friend you ever had, or ever will have? 
Can you trample thus upon him, before he be put 
into his Coffin? O barbarous and ungrateful Wo- 
man! a juſt and heavy Punithment hangs over your 


Head; Vengeance will ſoon overtake you; Infamy, 
Diſgrace, and ſordid e be chy Portion; mapꝰſt 


thou 
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thou live to be contemned by all Mankind, die a 


miſerable Death, and unlamented. He thereupon 


went out of the Dining- room, and looked upon 
her with Eyes that glowed with Rage and Indig- 
nation. 

Betty, whoſe Heart was ſo hardened, that no Miſ- 
fortunes could penetrate ir, or could be affected with 
the Loſs of the beſt Friend, was very reſtleſs all 


Night; not for the Death of my Lord, becauſe ſhe 
would ſacrifice all the World on account of Self. in- 


tereſt ; but left ſhe might be prevented from re- 
ceiving the Money, and her Amours be diſcovered 
to the Family, between Eight and Nine in the 
Morning, ſhe went to the Banker? s, attended by 
her Footman, and receiving five hundred Guineas, 
lodged that Sum in another Goldſmith's Hands, and 


then returning home, ſold her Coach and Horſes, 


and diſcharged her Servants; giving each of them 
a Quarter's Wages more than was due to them. 


Upon ſecond Thoughts, ſhe judged it more adviſe- 


able to keep her Woman, who had been let into 
the Secret of her Way of Living; and jemoving 
from Bow-ſtreet, went into cheaper Lodgings in 


Hatton-garden, where ſhe lived retired till the Lord 
was buried, and the Search over, which, ſhe ima- 


gined would be made after her. 
What is got over the Devil's Back, will be ſpent 


under his Belly, lays the Proverb. This was veri— 
fied in Betty, who being under no Apprehenſion of 


Danger, nor troubling her Head with any Fore- 
thought, lived a very extravagant Lite, chuſing al- 
ways to be the Miſtreſs of the Company, and taking 
a Delight in treating every Body. 


Sts was now in the thirtieth Year of her Age, 


when, going one Day thro' Heſtminſter Abbey, ſhe 
met a beautiful Youth, who boarded hard by, and 
was under the Care of Doctor Busby. The Sight 


of him touched her to the quick, and, making an 


Inquiry, 
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Inquiry, ſhe was convinced that it was her own Son, 


begotten by Beau M——, who firſt ſeduced her; 
ſhe underſtood that he paſſed for his Kinſt man, and 
ſent him a Letter to deſire he would permit her Son 
to continue with her for a Fortnight. He complied 
with this; and the Youth had an Apartment pro- 
vided for him, and was informed by the Gentleman, 
that ſhe was his Mother, whom he had ſuppoſed to 
be dead. He wanted not for Senſe or Wit, and 
ſhe doated on him. The young Spark proved to 
be a Chip of the old Block; and being ſupplied with 
Money, preſſed the Maid to let him lie with her; 


and when he found he was conſtantly repulſed, he 


offered her a Guinea, ſaying, he had lain with ſeve- 
ral for leſs Money. His Importunity was ſo great, 
that ſhe diſcovered the Affair to his Mother, who 


bid her appoint a Night for him to come to her, 


and ſhe would exchange Beds with her, and read 


him a Lecture, as the ſureſt Way to prevent his 
Deſigns for the future. This was done; the Miſ- 


treſs goes to her Servant's Bed, and ſoon after came 
the young Gentleman; but a horrible Scene enſued; 


for the Mother, inſtead of reprimanding him, was 


ſo Be- deviled, as to ſuffer him to commit the deteſ- 
table Sin of Inceſt, by the means of which ſhe quickly 


conceived. 
SHE now, but too late, reflected on her unparal- 


lePd Infamy, and finding that ſhe could not much 


longer conceal her Pregnancy, ſhe retired to the 
Country, where ſhe was delivered of a Daughter, 
whom ſhe put ro Nurſe, and leaving Money in the 


Hands of an Alderman of York, deſired him to take 
Care of her Child, while ſhe returned LO London to 


ſettle her Affairs. 
WIEN ſhe had recovered the Fatigue of her 
Tourney, ſhe deſired and obtained an Interview with 


with her Son? He told ber, that he propoſed to 
_ qualify 


„and aſked what he deſigned to do 
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qualify him for the Univerſity, and then breed him 

up to the Law. She approved this Method, and 
produced a Bank- note for ſixty Pounds, which ſhe 
deſired might be laid — in purchaſing Chambers 
for him in the 7 emple. He looked upon this as a 
fingular Teſtimony of her maternal Love and Af- 
fection, and was fo well pleaſed, that he would not 
accept it, but promiſed to do more than that for 


him, and make an Addition of an hundred Pounds 
a Year to what he had already ſettled upon him. 


Taty then parted , and ſoon after ſhe purchaſed 
an Annuity for the Daughter, whom ſhe had by her 
Son, and appointed the Alderman of York her Truſ- 


tee, defiring ſhe might be placed at the beſt Board- 


ing- ſchool, as foon as ſhe ſhould be capable of being 
ſent thither. 


Brixc reſolved to give a Looſe to her Defires, 


and to gratify her vicious Inclinations in all kind 


of Senſuality, ſne took a ſmall Houſe, for which 
ſhe paid twenty Pounds a Year, and furniſhed it 
very decently. She privately fold Drams, Punch, 


and Wine upon Occaſion, which ſhe ſent for to 


a Tavern, and moſt unconſcionably would charg 
three Shillings a Flaſk, though it held little more 
than a Pint and a half; and he always kept a Brace 


of Bona Roba's, to accommodate her Cuſtomers. 


Bur tho' ſhe had a great Trade, yet ſhe was ſo very 
profuſe, that the ſived nothing at the Month's End; 
nay, ſhe was a Loſer in the 1 main, if 1t be conſi- 
dered what {he was obliged to pay weekly, by way 
of Contribution, to the informers, Bullies, Cons 
ſtables and Watchmen: For ſhe was ſoon blows 
(as they term it) and e e to condeſcend to 
their Exactions, otherwiſe ſhe muſt ſhut up her 
Doors 

Taers was no Woman of the Siſterhood, who 
knew how to behave erſelf as betty did; ſhe j juited 
che Gentlemen, and proſtituted herſelf to — of 
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an inferior Rank, if ſhe liked their Perſons. She 
would drink like a Fiſhwoman, and her Compa- 
ny was coveted by Men of every Degree ; for ſhe 
adapted her Diſcourſe to the Capacity of thoſe that 
came to her Houſe. If they did not approve the 
Doxies which ſhe conſtantly retained, they were at 
Liberty to ſend for or bring others with them; and 
her Houle was the Rendezvous of many Ladies and 
Merchants Wives. 

SHE purſued this Trade for ſome Time, but paid 
dearly for it ; which was occaſioned by what fol- 
lows: A young Gentleman of the Temple, having 
long ſollicited a Tradeſman's Daughter in Fleet- 
fireet, to grant him the Favour ; ſhe at laſt con- 
ſented, provided he could find a proper Place. He 
makes his Application to Betty, who told him, that 
it was a dangerous Enterprize, and ſhe might be 
ruined, if it ſhould be diſcovered that ſhe had been 
debauched in her Houſe : However, if he would 


ive her ten Guineas, and follow her Directions, all 


might be well. She then propoſed that he ſhould 
take a Lodging in her Houle, and when he had 


laid there a Night or two, he might bring the young 


Lady thither as his Wife. To this he agreed, the 
Money was paid, and when he had communicated 
his Deſign to his Miſtreſs, ſhe complied td meet him 
the next © Sunday Night. Accordingly ihe pretended 


to go to Evening Prayers, where ſhe mer with her 
Lover; he conducted her to a Tavern, and ſent a 


Porter to Betty, defiring ſhe would order a good 
Fire to be made, and put clean Sheets on the Bed, 
for his Wife was come to Town, and they would be 
at his Lodging in leſs than an Hour. Every thing 
was done according to his Directions; they came 
thither, went to Be ed, and ſtayed all Night. 

In the Morning the young Creature began to 
repent of her Folly, and what to do ſhe could not 


tell; ſhe dared not go home, becauſe ſhe was not 


able 
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able to give any ſatisfactory Account to her Parents 


where ſhe had been. At laſt ſhe determined to 


take Coach for Highgate, and apply herſelf to her 
Grandmother, who was extremely fond of her: To 
whom ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had walked in the Fields 
all Night, and was reſolved not to return Home, 
till Peace was made with her Father, and that he 
would promiſe ſhe ſnould not be married to the 
Mercer, who had obtained his Conſent, but not 
her's. The Grandmother was overjoyed ta ſee her, 
and pitying her Sufferings, ſaid, ſhe would under- 
take to work a Reconciliation at Home ; and here 
we ſhall leave her, and return to London. 155 
THE Parents were fo diſturbed at their Daugh- 
ter's Abſence, that they could not take any Reſt. 
A thouſand various Thoughts came into their 
Heads, which ſoon gave Place to a Thouſand 
others: In the Morning they ſent up and down, 
but could not get any Intelligence of their Child, 
which put them into the utmoſt Confuſion imagina- 
ble. At this Juncture the Mercer came, who faid 
he was ſorry to find them in ſo much Affliction, 
and that he muſt diſcharge his Friendſhip to them, 
by acquaintiug them, that he had ſeen a young 


Student in the Temple, and their Daughter go into 
a Bawdy-houſe the Night before, and he preſumed 
they lay their all Night. This News made them 


almoſt diſtracted ; but in the Interim came a Letter 


from the Grandmother, wherein ſhe deſired they 


would make themſelves eaſy in reſpect of their 
Daughter, who was ſafe with her. This raiſed their 
drooping Spirits, inſomuch that they reſented the 
Affront which the Mercer had offered, in taking 
away the Reputation of a young innocent Creature, 


whom he reſpected, and they had promiſed ſhould 
de his Wife. I wiſh, ſaid he, it may prove to be 


a Miſtake, but I inſiſt upon it to be literally true, 


and, Sir, continued he, I will give you undeniable 
| 3 Proof 
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Proof of it in the Evening; and thereupon he 
withdrew. | 
PRESENTLY after, the Grandmother and her 
Grandaughter came; who uſed all the Arguments 
imaginable to break off the Match: That is done 
already, I believe, ſaid the Father, and then he re- 
lated what the Mercer had told him. Upon this 
the Daughter fell in a Swoon, and was immediately 
put to Bed, and her Grandmother attended her. 


Is the Evening the Mercer and the Father went 


to Betty's Houſe, where they had a Bowl of Punch, 
and as they were drinking, ſhe was aſked if a Gen- 
tleman did not bring a young Lady there the laſt 
Night ? She anſwered, that ſhe had a Gentleman, 
who lodged in her Houſe, and that he did bring his 
Wife with him, but that ſhe ſhe had not ſeen them 
ſince the Morning, but that To the Porter, who plies 
at the Temple-Gate, could probably inform them 
where her Lodger was, whom ſhe expected every 
Hour. Having received this Information, they 


ſoon found Tom, who acquainted them with the 
q 


Gentleman's Name, and at what Tavern he was 
at that Time. They went thither, and going into 
a Room, ſent for him, who coming immediately, 
was ſurpriſed to ſee the Father of his Miſtreſs there. 
Look you, Sir, ſaid he, I underſtand you have de- 
bauched my Daughter, for I have been at the Houſe 
where you lay with her laſt Night, and have had 
the Secret revealed to me: I expect that you'll 
produce her, otherwiſe you muſt expect nothin 
leſs than a Jail ſhall be your Portion. Truly, Sir, ſaid 
the Templer, your Daughter parted from me in the 
Morning, and I know not where ſhe went; but as 
for that Jezebel, who has betrayed me, ſhe ſhall 
ſuffer according to Law, for I gave her ten Guineas 
to oblige her to Secrecy. Did you ſo, ſaid the Fa- 
ther, then Sir, if you will aſſiſt me, I will proſe- 
cate her. This he promiſed to perform, 3 
> that 


„ 
chat Betty had diſcovered the Intrigue; and a War- 
rant being obtained, ſhe gave Bail, and having 
traverſed the Indictment, was rried at the next 
Seſſions after. 

Hex Counſellors pleaded very ſtrenuouſly, that 
allowing what had been ſaid to be true, yet it could 
not affect her ſo far as to prove her a Bawd; and 
the Informing Conſtables depoſed, that they never 
heard any Complaint made againſt her keeping a 
diſorderly Houſe, or found any lewd Perſons in it. 
The Juſtices were divided in their Opinions ; how- 
ever the Majority over-ruled the reſt, and ordered 
Betty to be Carted from the Gatehouſe in Weſtminſter, 
to Charing-Croſs, which Sentence ſhe ſuffered. 

SHE ſoon broke up Houſe-keeping, and reſolved 
to be revenged of one of the Juſtices who exerted 
himſelf againſt her more haughtily than the reſt. 
She was informed that he loved a pretty Girl in a 
Corner as well as the moſt demure Sinner; and 
after ſome ſmall Time had paſſed, ſhe took a fine 
Lodging, and dreſſing herſelf in rich Apparel, ſne 
flung herſelf one Day in his Way, who could not 
reſiſt the I empration. She kept him at a Diſtance 
for ſome Time, which made him the more eager; 
and during that Time, ſhe looked out for one of 
the pockieſt Fellows ſhe could get to lie with her. 
Being now deeply pickled, ſhe admitted his Worſbip 
to her Embraces, who ſoon found he had met 
with a hotter Reception, than he expected. The 
next Day ſhe left her Lodgings, and hired an Apart- 
ment in an Apothecary's Houſe, by whom ſhe was 
falivated : And the Juſtice: was neceſſitated to go 
into the Powdering-Tub. But her Revenge ended 
not here, for ſhe wrote a ſmart Account of what 
had befallen him, of the Preſents he had made. 
her, and what he ſuffered ; wherein ſhe let him 
forth in ſuch lively Colours, that every Body knew 
the Perſon by the Picture. This was a ſecond 


VB Mor- 
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Mortification to him, and he uſed all the Means 


imaginable to find out Betty, but all to no Purpoſe. 


Ir has been a general Obſervation, which Time 
and Experience have evinced to be true, that Wo- 


men are endearing, indulgent, and compaſſionate 


by Nature, but when they become Apoſtates from 
Victue, diveſting themſelves of Chaſtity, and em- 
brace Vice, they degenerate from bad to worſe, 
till at laſt their Endearments are changed into Rage, 


their Indulgence into Hatred, and their Compaſſi- 


on into Cruelty, They will ſtick at nothing to 
gratify their Revenge, Luſt, and Barbarity ; and 
when they have contracted ſuch vicious Habits, 
they become more implacable, more barbarous, 


than the moſt Savage Indians: They triumph in 


Acts of Inhumanity, and take a Pleaſure in putting 
their Fellow Creatures to the fevereſt Torments. 
Theſe have partly appeared in the foregoing Part 


of this Hiſtory, and the reſt will be made out in 


what ſhall follow). 
Betty having paſſed the fiery Trial, began to re- 
cover her Strength and Complexion ; ſhe now em- 


ployed her Time in confulting what Courſe of Life 


the ſhould ſteer next ; and upon mature Delibera- 
tion, judged the City to be the propereſt Place for 
her Purpoſe, where ſhe could not fail of meetin 


with good Booty among the Jews, London Beaux 


and Raking Apprentices. She hired Lodgings in 
Aldermanbury, and furniſhed them in a very com- 
plete Manner. She ſoon had many Viſitors, each 
of whom ſhe encouraged, till at length they began 
to grow jealous of one another. She managed her 


Affairs ſo dextrouſly, that ſhe was kept by a Jew, 
and three Brothers, (who were Merchants) at one 


Time, and yet was not diſcovered by one of them. 
Intereſt was the Motive that induced her to embrace 
the Jew, but Luft and Intereſt combined together 
to make her proſtitute herſelf to the three * 
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Tae Preſents ſhe received from her Galla 
were very valuable; and tho” ſhe had ſo many Strings 
to her Bow, yet ſhe could not confine herſelf to 
thoſe by whom ſhe was kept, but, like a true-bred 
Kept-miſtreſs, ſhe had one on whom ſhe had nor 

only beſtowed her Favours, but allowed him a hand- 
ſome Maintenance. She at laſt prevailed with the 
Jew to own her as his Wife, with which he more 
readily complied, imagining that he might thereby 
ſecure her to himſelf, and prevent the Solicitations 
of others. But Betty had other Ends in View; for 
having cauſed the News of her ſuppoſed Marri 
to be induftriouſly ſpread abroad, ſhe took up many 
Things in his Name, which amounted to three | 
hundred Pounds and upwards ; but when the Cre- 
ditors came to demand Payment, ſhe told them they 
muſt apply to her Huſband for the Money. This 
they did, but he diſowning her to be his Wife, and 
refuſing to give them Satisfaction, they arreſted 
him, and put him into one of the Compters, where 
he remained till the Monday following,. not being 
able to procure Bail among his Tribe, it being 
their Sabbath when the Officers took him. This 
Account was ſoon brought to Betty's Ears, who 
_ judging it high Time to ſhift her Quarters, and 
taking a new Lodging at Bghnal-green, told her 
Landlady, that ſhe was obliged to fell her Goods tor = 
redeem her Huſband from Captivity, before other 
Actions could be laid upon him. The good Wo- 
man, pitying the Misfortunes ſhe had fallen into, 
ſaid, that ſhe would give five Pounds for them more 
than any Broker ſhould appraiſe them at. The Bar- 
gain was made, and the Money paid to her in leſs 
than two Hours. She then took Coach, and went 
to her new Habitation. | 

To prevent the Merchants from i inquiring what 
was become of her, ſhe {ent each of them a Letter, 
wherein ſhe made a plauſible Excuſe for her 22 

va 
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val, and acquainted them at what Houſe they might 
find her; ſhe alſo appointed different Days for their 
coming to her, that their Intrigues might be kept 
private. In this State of Life ſhe continued for two 
Years, when their Creditors Vegan to draw Bills 
upon them ſo faſt, that they could not readily make 
prompt Payment. They diſcovered their Creditors 
to Betty on the ſeparate Days of their coming, who 
pretended to condole with them in their unhappy 
Situation of Affairs; ſhe told them, that ſhe had 
ſome Money by her, but that ſhe hoped they did 
not expect ſhe ſhould ſtrip herſelf to ſupply them. 
They replied, that no ſuch Thing was deſired ; but 
as they did not doubt of. having large Remittances 
from abroad in a very little Time, it would be an 
Act of generous Friendſhip, if ſhe would aſſiſt them 
at ſuch a critical Juncture with ſix or ſeven hundred 
Pounds, which would not only preſerve their Credit, 
but enable them to take up more Commodities, 
which would turn to good Account. To this ſhe 
anſwered, That if they would marry her, (for, ſays 
ſhe, I am. weary of leading this wicked Life) they 
might command, and not borrow ; and ſhe allowed 
them a Week to conſider of it, adding, that their 
Marriage ſhould be kept as ſecret as they pleaſed. 
Fix DIN that they could not prevent their be- 
coming Bankrupts, but by ratifying the Article pro- 
poſed by Betty, they were compelled by Neceſſity to 
yield to it. She then pitched upon three different 
Days, and to each of them gave a different Name 
to be inſerted in the Licence, and ordered them to 
take Lodgings at Newington Butts, Ken/ington, and 
Highgate, at each of which Places ſhe was married, 
having firſt ſecured all her Moveables, as Rings, 
Watches, Jewels, Cc. which ſhe depoſited in a 
Banker's Hands, and took a Note for two hundred 
Pounds, which ſhe ſewed up in the Lining of her 
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In leſs than three Months the Brothers had Mer- 


chandizes of conſiderable Value conſigned to them, 


and large Remittances from abroad; ſo that they 


now began to repent their Bargain, yet they would 
not reveal the Secret. Betty ſoon perceived a Cold- 
neſs in them, which ſhe ſeemed to reſent, but was 
inwardly well pleaſed ; for ſhe knew they were rich, 


their Credit great, and therefore ſhe reſolved to 


make the moſt of them. She told them plainly, 
that as their Reputation would have been loſt, if 
ſhe had not ſupported them in their Neceſſity, they 


were very ungrateful in uſing her in ſuch an indif- 
ferent Manner; and ſince they were in flouriſhin 
| Circumſtances, ſhe would not lead a retired Life 


any longer. The latter Part of this Speech was a 
Mortification to them, and what they dreaded would 
break out in Time. The elder Decker bullied her, 
and ſaid, that whatever ſhe might think of ſavin 


his Reputation, he was ſure it was entirely loſt by 


his imprudent Marriage with her. If you think 
ſo, ſays ſhe, I will uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to 
confirm you in your Opinion ; and therefore I de- 
fire you will prepare to receive me at your Houſe 


by this Day ſe'nnight. This ſtruck him all of a 


Heap, and he went away in the moſt confuſed 


Manner, fearing ſhe would be punctual to her Time, 
tho' ſhe did not © deſign any ſuch Thing. 


Tre two other Brothers uled a ſmoother Me- 


thod]; and ſoon prevailed with her to agree to a Se- 


paration, which was to be managed and kept with 
all the Privacy imaginable. This was what ſhe 


aimed at from the Beginning; and upon each of 


their paying five hundred Pounds, the. Articles were 
ſigned and interchanged. 


Havine finiſhed this Affair, Betty took Coach 
for London, and going to a Tavern near the Royal 


Exchange, ſent a Letter to the elder Brother, where- 


in ſhe acquainted him, that if he did not come to 


her 
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her upon Sight thereof, ſhe would go and take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Houſe. This unexpected News put 
him into great Diſorder z he dreaded the Sight of 
her, but much more her coming home to him. He 
went to the Tavern, and being naturally moroſe, 
ſpoke in the following manner : Madam, I have re- 
ceived your Letter; but what brought you to Town, 
and what Buſineſs have you with me? Truly, Sir, 
ſays ſhe, I think you aſk very impertinent and need- 
leſs Queſtions ; I have very little Buſineſs with you 
other than what a Wife ought to have with her Huſ- 
band, and if you deny me, I can eaſily prove our 
Marriage. Can you ſo, ſaid he, I am heartily ſorry 
for it? I would give a thouſand Pounds to be free 
from you. If that be all you want, replied Betty, 
then to manifeſt that I can uſe you with as much 
 Indifference as you have ſhewn to me, I have a Mind 
to take you at your Word. I wiſh you would, an- 
ſwered the Huſband, I ſhould reckon it the happieſt 
Day of my Lite. Why then, ſaid Betty, I will get In- 
ſtruments drawn, whereby we ſhall be ſeparated one 
from another, which ſhall be done and executed in 
the moſt ſecret Manner, and ſigned by us, upon 
your paying me one thouſand Pounds, and allow- 
ing me fifty Pounds a Year for my Life, I did not 
mention the additional Article, ſaid he, but if you 
inſiſt upon it, I will comply. I not only inſiſt upon 
it, anſwered Betty, but I will not ſeal and deliver with- 
out it. Now name the Place where we ſhall meet 
To-morrow, when the Hurry of your Buſineſs is 
over, and I will bring a Lawyer with the Writings. 
Look you, ſaid he, let the Annuity be dropt, and I 
will add three hundred Pounds to the thouſand. No, 
ſaid Betty, I will not yield to that Propoſal, but add 
four hundred Pounds, and I will be ſatisfied. Upon 
ſecond Thoughts he judged it more prudent to com- 
ply, leſt ſhe ſhould come or ſend to demand herAn- 
— — oY ET nuity, 
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nuity, and his Marriage might then be diſcovered. 
The next Afternoon they met at the Place appoint- 
ed; all Things were performed to their mutual Sa- 
riefsRioh, and when Betty took her Leave of the 
Company, ſhe went and lodged her Bank notes, 
which ſhe had received from ker Huſband on Ac- 
count of their Separation, with her Banker, and 


paid the Principal and Intereſt due on her Watches, 


Rings, and other Moveables, which ſhe brought 

away with her. | 
As it frequently happens that Women have a 

more tender Affection for their ſpurious or natural- 


born Children, than for thoſe who are legitimate, 


or begot and brought forth in Wediock, ſo it fared 
with Betty. Being Miſtreſs of near three Thouſand 
Pounds ſhe took no Thought for the Morrow, but 
_,<quipping herſelf with a handfome Chariot and 
neceſſary Appurtenances, ſhe hired ſome Servants, 
and ſet out For York to viſit her Daughter, who was 
begotten by her natural Son, as has been already 
mentioned. 

Having ſent a K to the Merchant, who 
was her Chiſd's Truſtee, he met her at Donca/- 
ter, and preſented liltle Miſs to her, whom the re- 


ceived in her Arms, with Tears of Joy, and taking 


her into the Chariot, proceed led to the Merchant's 
Houle, where ſhe boarded for ſome Time. She | 905 
haved herſelf in a very modeſt and decent Manok 

during her Continuance at York; and m. any Ge atie! 
men of that Country made their Addreſſes to her, 
believing her to be a great Fortune, and that the 
would make a good Wife, having provided fo well 
for litile Miſs. But ſhe would not be drawn in by 
theſe Yorkſhire Tikes, ſo eaſily as they imagined; a 


Country Life did not ſquare with her Inclinations, 


nor would ſhe marry with any Man but tor Intereſt- 
ſake, and that ſhe might have an Opportunity cf 
Plundering him when the had a Mind to doit; from 


E Which 


E 

which the Conſideration of preſerving her Daugh- 
ter's Reputation, was the only Thing that prevent- 
ed her. | 

Sur ſoon grew weary of this Town ; and having 
made handiome Preſents to the Merchant's Wife, 
as an Acknowledgment of the Civilities ſhe had 
received, and furniſned her Child with ſome Trink- 
ets, ſhe ſet out for Scarborough, it being then the 
Seaſon of the Year for the Ladies to drink the Wa- 
ters of the Spaw. She was accompanied thither 
by the Merchant and his Wife, and wasyfollowed 
by many Suitors, who were very aſſiduous to their 


Courtſhip, which ſhe ſeemed rather to encourage 


than forbid, And truly it happened very well for 
her that ſhe did not give them a Repulſe; other- 
wiſe ſhe might have been treated in the rudeſt Man- 
ner, tho' ſhe did not eſcape without a ſevere Re- 


buff, which ſhe certainly merited. For ſhe had not 


been there a Week, when ſhe met with the Juſtice 


to whom ſhe had given a Minter's Fire; he accoſted 


her in a very rough Manner, expoſing her asaBawd 
and Whore, and related what he knew of her, ex- 
cept his being obliged to go into the Powdering- 
Tub, for being too deeply concerned with her. 

Betty, who wanted not a native Aſſurance, bra- 
zened it out to the laſt Degree, and took no farther 
Notice at that Time, than ſaying, ſhe pityed the 
ut, or unhappy Gentleman's Caſe, and was ſorry that 
his Friends, if he had any, ſhould have fo little 
Regard for him, as to permit him to come abroad, 
before he had perfectly recovered his Senſes; for in 
my Opinion, added ſhe, he is ſtill a proper Object 
of Compaſſion, and a longer Continuance in a dark 
Room with clean Straw, and his Head ſhaved, might 
be very beneficial to him. D—m you, for a com- 
mon Strumpet, ſaid he, would you endeavour with 
pharaſaical Simplicity to perſuade the World that 1 
am Mad? You ſhall find that I have the right Uſe 
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of my Senſes. Hereupon he laid hold on her, and 


tore her Head-cloaths, at which one of her Admirers 
ſtept up to him, took him from her, and upon his 
retuſing to give him Satisfaction, can'd him very 
heartily. Enquiry being made, who the Lady and 
Gentleman were, the Merchant gave a very good 
Account of Betty, and related what he knew of 


her; which, together with her Equipage, induced 


the Ladies to believe ſhe was innocent. There was 
but one Gentleman, who could tell who or what the 
other was, and to put the beit Gloſs upon the Mat- 
ter, acknowledged, that he was inclinable to be 


Lunatic at ſome particular Seaſons. But no iconer 


had the Company been acquainted that he was a 
Middleſex Fuſtice, but they let up a Shout in Deri- 
ſion of him: And when he appeared among them, 
the Bye-Word was, the Trading Fajlice ; beware 
of the Madman; let him be paſſed away to Bedlam : 


In ſhort, finding himſelf deſpiſed, hooted at, and 


made a Lavghins Stock, he privately ſneeked off to 
York, vowing to be revenged on that curſed Jade 
( Betty) as he called her, who had brought ſuch a 
Ditgrace upon him. 


Soon after the Tuſftice had thought fit to with- 


draw, Betty gave a handſome Ball to the Ladies and 
Gentlemen, which was followed with a ſumptuous 


Entertainment : But they thinking it a Diſgrace to 


their Country, to be out-done by a Stranger, and 
one of the Female Sex, the Yorifire Gentlemen 
followed Betty's Example, infomuch that there was 
a Ball once a Week during the Seaſon. Betty, who 
was naturally Vain and Proud, had furniſhed her- 


ſelf with ſeveral rich Jewels, for which ſhe gave a 
Commiſſion to her Banker in London, with Orders 


to remit two Hundred Pounds toher : And the Sea- 


ſon of the Year declining, ſhe made a ſecond En- 
tertainment, more ſumptuous than the former, and 


appeared in rich Brocade, with a Crochet of Dia- 
> monds. 
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monds in her Hair, a Diamond Buckle at her 
Girdle, and Diamond Lacings, which, together 
with her Brilliant Ear-rings and Necklace, made 
ſuch a glittering Show, that the like had never 
been ſeen at Scarborough. The next Day ſhe ſent 
for the Mayor of the Town, and depoſited a Bank 
Note of an Hundred Pounds in his Hands, to 
place ten decayed Houſekeepers Children Appen- 
tices, and ordered twenty Guineas to be diſtributed 
among the Poor. 

Suk then ſer forward for 7/ ork, to which Place 
ſhe was guarded by ſeveral Townſmen belonging 
to Scarborough, left ſhe might be robb'd or in- 
ſulted upan the Road. She treated them very ge- 
nerouſly, and would have made them Satisfaction 
for their Trouble; but they would not accept any, 
being very well ſatisfied with what ſhe had given ſo 
liberally to the Poor of that Town. 

Sn did not deſign to continue at York above a 
Fortnight, bur at the Importunity of the Alder- 
man, who was ſoon to be elected Lord Mayor, and 
the frequent Deſires of his Lady, ſhe complyed 
with their Requeſt. 

Here ſhe met again the Middleſex Puſlice, who 
inſulted her worle than he had done at Scarborough- 
Nells; he again inſiſted upon her having been a 
Carted- Bao, and a Common Strumpet, and raiſed 
ſuch a Mob, that it was as much as the Alderman 
could do to reſcue her from their Hands. She im- 
mediately ſent for one of the City Lawyers, who 
adviſed her to fue him, and ſhe impowering him to 
proceed again him, he was that Evening arrefted 
in an Action of two Thouſand Pounds ; at this he 
began to change his Note, and faid, if the was not 
the Perſon, he never ſaw two Faces more alike one 
another in his Life, But this did not ſerve his Turn; 
as he could not find ſubſtantial Bail, he was com 
pelled to go to Priſon, The Suit was carried on 
vigorouſly 


3.1 
vigorouſly without Loſs of Time, and a Verdict 
given in Fayour of Betty tor one thouſand Pounds 
Damage, with full Cofts. | 

He now, tho' too late, repented his Raſhnelſs, 
and offered to compound the Matter with Betty ; 
who, to gain the Good-will of the Town, accepted 
two hundred Pounds in Bank-notes, and his Bond 
for three hundred more, payable after the Expira- 
tion of {ix Months. She then adviſed him to haſten 
to London, and look out ſharp for Buſineſs, for ſhe 
would certainly put his Bond in Force, when 1 it be- 
came due. 

As Betty valued not Money any longer than it 
was {ublervient to her Pride, ſhe gave one hundred 
Guineas to the Charity-ſchools, and fifty to be di- 
vided among ſuch decayed Houſekeepers who had 
Families, and wanted it moſt ; by which ſhe gained 
the Applaule of all the City, who extolled her Ge- 
neroſity, and eſteemed her one of the beit and moſt 
innocent Women, not only on account of her Cha- 
rity to the Poor, but of her Goodneſs in remitting 
the Payment of five hundred Pounds, tho' ſhe had 
been ſo groſly villified and abuſed by the Juſtice, 
as they believed. 

Stk made a moſt ſplendid Appearance at the 
Lord Mayor's Feaſt, which procured her the Envy 
of many of the York Ladies, who were galled at 
the Sight, and ſo exaſperated at her dancing with 
a finer Air and better Grance than they diſplayed, 
that they could not refrain from maniteſting their 
Reſentment. Betty ſoon perceived it, and reſolv- 
ing to be even with the forwardeſt of them, com- 
municated her Deſign to a young Gentleman, who 
promiſed to follow her Directions. Soon after ſhe 
danced a Minuet with him, and then he choſe the 
Gentlewoman, againſt whom they had plotted, and 
Betty placing herſelf near her, ſpoke thus to her 


when the Dance was over; It gives me much Sa- 


© tisfaction 


„ 

« tisfaction (ſays ſhe) to ſee how much I am envied 
* bya Perſon, who is glad to accept what I leave; 
ſhe may value herſelf upon it, for I am apt to 
* think that the poor Creature would have fallen 
© into the Vapours, had I not ſhewed ſo much Com- 
© paſſion for her, as to recommend a Partner, leſt 
© ſhe might have thought herſelf abandoned by all 
© the Sex. I know not any thing more mortifying 
to a Woman, than to have herſelf deſpiſed ; and 

I think that it is but reaſonable, that ſhe ſhould 
return me Thanks for my Civility and Kindneſs 
to her.” 
Trex Gentlewoman, who was a Brewer's Daugh- 
ter, bit her Lips during the Time that Betty ſpoke, 
but not able to contain any longer, ſhe made her 
this Anſwer : © I afſure you, Madam, if your Dil- 
© courſe be levelPd at me, I ſee no Cauſe to thank 
< you for what you call C:wility and Kindneſs ; nor 
do] think myſelf inferior to you in any Reſpect, 
© except Age; and the Gentleman, with whom I 
© danced, made Choice of a virtuous Woman.” 
Truly, Madam, replied Betty, I did not arraign 
your Virtue, for your Face is the beſt Security 
vou can have to guard it; and I dare affirm, that 
1 no Man will attempt to ſeduce you, if you are ſo 
* prudent as not to wear a Maſk.” Lord! 
continued ſhe, what a naſty Smell is here of ſour 
© ſmall Beer] but tho? I can admit ſome Grains of 
* Allowance, yet it is good to remove in Time, 
* leſt I be poiſon'd with a Brewer's F—, 
By this Time they calfd for Country Dances, 
in which they ſpent the Night; and in a few Days 
after, Betty prepared for her Journey to London. 
Before ſhe ſet out from 70rk, ſhe began to caſt up 
her Accounts, and found that ſhe was worth two 
thouſand five hundred Pounds, reckoning her 
Jewels and other valuable Fhings at nineteen hun- 
dred. She could not be perſuaded by the Lord 
Mayor, 


A 
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Mayor, to ſend her precious Moveables by the 
Pack-horſes; but ſhe reſolved to carry them with 
her, ſaying, that tho' ſhe was a Woman, yet ſhe 
had the Spirit of a Man, and providing Fire-arms 
for her two Servants, and a Cale of Piſtols for her- 
| ſelf, ſhe was guarded to Ferry-Brig by the Lord 
Mayor's Son, who had been bred at Cambridge, and 
offered his Service to wait on her to London, but 

ſhe would not permit him. 
HERE they continued all Night, and took Leave 
of each other the next Morning after Breakfaſt. 
To encourage her Servants to behave themſelves 
gallantly, 1 in "caſe they ſhould be attack'd by High- 
waymen, ſhe promiſed to give each of them five 
Pounds when ſhe came to London. She was ten 
Days upon the Road between Fork and Epping- 
Foreſt ; for ſhe choſe to come through Cambridge, 
that ſhe might have an Opportunity of viewing the 
Univerſity ; but about two Miles diſtant from the 
Green- Man, three Highwaymen came up, two of 
whom preſenting their Piſtols to the Footmen, they 
remained very paſſive, while the third rode up to 
the Coach, and demanded Betty's Watch, Money, 
and Jewels. Nay, Sir, ſaid ſhe, ſince I am be- 
trayed, it is but a Folly to capitulate, you ſhall be 
welcome to what ] can give you; and pretending, 
to put her Hand in her Pocket, ſhe cock'd one of 
her Piſtols, and diſcharging it, ſaid, If you like 
that, you ſhall have more. The Highwayman gave 
a lamentable Groan ; upon which Bezty ordered the 
Coachman to drive on, but the other two overtak- 
ing him, threatened to ſhoot him, if he did not 
ſtop ; and one of them firing his Piſtol at Bezty, ſhot 
her in the Shoulder, and then rifling her and the 
Coach, took away every thing they could find, and 
rode off with their wounded Companion. Betty was 
obliged to take a Lodging at Stratford, where ſhe 
remained a conſiderable Time under the Care of an 


able 


„ 
able Surgeon, before ſhe recover d. Every Body 
admired her Courage, and condemned the cowardly 

Footmen, whom ſome Gentlemen believed to be 
Farties concerned in the Robbery, They found 
out their Miſtreſs the next Day, who having re- 
ceived ſome Money from her Banker, paid them 
their Wages, and ordered their Cloaths to be ſtript 
off, which the Coachman perform'd with Pleaſure. 

Ox might expect that a Perſon who had but a 
ſmall Share of common Senſe, would have been 
affected with the Accidents and Misfortunes which 
Betty had met with; but neither the great and heavy 
Loſs which had befallen her, nor the Pain and An- 
guiſh that ſhe ſuffered before the Cure was com- 
pleated, made the leaſt Impreſſion upon her Mind, 
or rendered her uneaſy in any Degree whatever. 

_ Hex Expences during her Continuance at $/rat- 
ford, and what the Surgeon demanded, amounted 
to one hundred Pounds; and having nothing left 
but her Linen, Apparel, Coach and Horſes, and 

what Money remained in her Banker's Hands, ſhe 
took a Houſe in Theobalds-court in Theobalds-row, 

which ſhe furniſhed very handſomely, and propoſed 
to leit Lodgings. She ſold her Coach and Horſes, 
and diſcharged her Coachman, and having met with 
the Woman Servant, who waited upon her when 
ſhe was kept by the Lord C-—, ſhe received her 

into her Service. 8 

SHE had not been long in her Houſe, when an 

Iriſb Gentleman, who lived by his Wits, and was 
very well known by the Name of Smutty Mill, took 
the ſecond Floor, at halt a Guinea a Week, They 

ſoon grew intimate, and ſuch Familiarities paſſed 
between them, that they did not eſcape the prying 

Eyes of his Wife, who being in a conſumptive Con- 
dition, was prevailed with to take a Lodging in the 
Country, for the Benefit of the Air. She had every _ 
thing that ſhe expected or deſired, except boy _ 

N and's 


„ 
band's Company, for all her Expences were defrayed | 
by Betty, and likewiſe her Funeral Charges; for 
her Huſband's Unkindneſs in not coming to ſee her 
above once a Week, and not ſtaying with her above 
an Hour at a Time, ſoon broke her Heart. 

Turv were now at Liberty to revel in forbidden 
Pleaſures without Controul, and they faved the 
Maid the Trouble of making two Beds for them. 
The Middleſex Juſtice's Bond became due, and be- 
ing aſſigned over to Smutty Will, it was paid in a 

very little Time, and he ſoon loft the Money at 
the Groom- Porter? s, tho” he underſtood all manner 
of Gaming as well as any Man in England. But he 

had not an Opportunity of playing the Sharper in 
this Place; however, he ſbuffied with Betty, and 
drew Money from her continually under a Pretence 
of carrying on a Law-ſuit againſt the Juſtice, whom, 
he faid, he had cauſed to be arreſted, and that he 
had given in Bail to the Action. | 

Hz now paſſed for a Baronet, under the Name 
and Title of Sir G- B- „ and removing 
into the firſt Floor, which had been lett for thirty | 

Shillings a Week, he began, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Betty, to play the common Cheat. His firſt Ad- 
venture was with a Baronet at a Coffee-houſe by the 
Temple, who, taking out a very handſome. Gold. 


Watch, and ſaying that it coſt him fourſcore Gui- : 


neas, Smutty Will told him, that as he was ſoon to 
be married to a great Fortune, he ſhould be very 
much obliged to him, if he would let him have it 
for half an Hour, that he might ſhew it to his 
Watch-maker, and he would depoſit an hundred 
Guineas till he returned. Sir Richard, who was a 
Gentleman of much Worth and 1 5 575 gratified 
his Requeſt ; whereupon Smutty Will. goes out of 
the Coffee-room, and taking the Baronet's Servants 
and Chariot, ordered them to make what Haſte 
they could to their Maſter's Houſe. When he came 


F there, 
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there, he aſked for the Lady, and making his Obe- 
dience to her, told her, that he came from Sir Ri- 
chard, who deſired her Ladyſhip to ſend him two 
hundred Guineas, and produced the Watch as a 
Token. The Lady did not ſuſpect that there was 
any Impoſition in the Caſe, and therefore went to 
her *Scrutore, and brought the Money; Will taking 
his Leave, ordered the Coachman to drive back to 
the Coffee-houſe, and delivering the Watch to the. 
Baronet, he returned the hundred Guineas, and 
taking a Turn or two in the Room, drank a Glaſs. 
of Ratifia, and went off undiſcovered. 

Soo after this he beſpoke a rich Suit of Cloaths, 


two flaxen coloured Perukes, fine Lace, a Brocade 


Morning Gown, Holland and Cambrick ; all which 


he ordered to be brought to his Lodgings in one 


Morning. The Perſons, except the Taylor, being 


brought into his Bedchamber, were ordered to leave 


their ſeveral Commodities, and call the next Day, 
tor he pretended to be a little indiſpoſed with drink- 
ing too much the Night before. They obeyed his 
Commands, but the Taylor heſitated upon the 


Matter; upon which he rung the Bell, and giving 


the Key of his Scrutore to \ Betty, deſired her to 
take out as much Money as would pay the Raſcal's 
Bill. He then ſwore that he ſhould never be em- 
ployed by his Couſin the Lord , for the fu- 


ture, and that if the Suit did not fir him, he would 


have him arreſted the next Day. The Taylor fear- 


ing he ſhould loſe the beſt Cons he had, and 


ſeeing the Heap of Guineas which Betty took out of 


_ private Drawer, aſked Pardon, and ſaid, he would 


wait upon Sir George, whenever he pleaſed to ſend 
for him; but he went to a new Lodging that Night, 
and bilk'd every one of them. 

AFprex this, his Cuſtom was to ſend for Jewels, 
under a Pretence that he was going to be married 
ro a rich Heireſs, and then pretending to ſhew them 


10 


— 
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C3.) 
to the young Lady in the next Room, would go 
down a back Pair of Stairs, and eſcape undiſcover'd. 
But not being able to carry on this Courſe for any 
conſiderable Time, Betty, who knew that he was an 
Artiſt in counterfeiting any Hand-writing, adviſed 
him to lodge ſome Money i in a Goldſmith's Hand 
in Flezt fret, and taking a Note for that Sum, he 
might counterfeit another for as much more as he 
pleaſed. He approved the Propoſal ; but thought 
he might get more by tricking two Perſons than 
one; and accordingly lodged two hundred Pounds 
in each of their Hands, and having received their 
Caſhier's Notes for tne Money, forged two others 
for ſeven hundred Pounds each. He put off the _ 
real Notes firſt, and afterwards the others; but hap- 
pening to be ſeen by one of the Jewellers, whom 
he had tricked out of one thouſand three hundred 
Pounds in Diamonds, he ſtopt him by the Royal 
_ "Exchange, and being carried before a Magiſtrate, 
was committed to Newgate, where he died of the 
Jail Diſtemper. | 
Ax ſent often for Betty, who would not go near 
him; and at laſt threatening, her in a very ſevere 
Manner, the diſpoſed of her Houle and Furniture 
ro a Family who came out of the Country to reſide 
in London, and went into private Lodgings. 

Tux principal Lodgers were Shoplifters, who by 
Degrees enticed Betty to go with them, telling her 
how profitable the Buſineſs was, and how ſmall the 
Danger; aſſuring her, at the ſame Time, that if 
they \ were taken in the Fad, a little Money would 
prevent a Proſecution. 

Tarst alluring Baits prevailed with Betty to 
make one of their Number; and they had Succeſs 
tor ſome Time ; but ſhe imagining that ſhe was as 
compleat Miſtreſs of the Science as any of the reſt, 

went by herſelf, and was diſcovered in carrying 
off a biece of fine Muſlin. She deſired the Linen 


F * Draper 
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Draper to drink a Glaſs of Wine with her, and 
laid ſhe would diſcover ſomething to him for his 
Advantage; but he would not be drawn in by her 
wheediing Tongue fo eaſy as ſhe imagined. How- 
ever, ſhe did prevail upon him to go toan adjoinin 

Tavern, where ſhe offered to pay double the Value 
for what ſhe intended to ſteal; and withal aſſured 
him it was tne firſt Crime of that.Nature, ſhe had 
ever ber guilty of. She then gave him an Account 


of ſeveral of the Nobility, to whom ſhe was very 
nearly related; they happened to be (moſt of them) 
his Cuſtomers, and he promiſed, that if the Ac- 


count ſhe gave nim ſhould prove true upon Enqui- 
ry, he would be as favourable to her as poſſible. 
But, ſaid he, I muſt ſecure you till I can have an 
Opportunity of applying mylelf to theſe noble Per- 
Tons, which I will do To-morrow. To this ſhe 
Joyfully conſented, and when he went the next Day, 
they did acknowledge that they had ſuch an unfor- 
tunate Relation, but ſince ſhe had given up herſelf 


to ſuch wicked Courſes, they gave him Directions 
to proſecute her; adding, that though ſhe would 
be condemned, they would take Care to get her 


reprieved, on Condition of Tranſporting herſelf 
out of her Mejeſty's Dominions. Bt 

THis was mortifying News to Betiy; and now 
ſhe had but one Dernier Refort, which ſhe managed 
with all the Subtlety imaginable. Sir, ſaid ſhe, al- 
low me but twenty-four Hours, and in that Time, 
I will undertake to reconcile mylelt to my Relations; 
at leaſt io tar, as io caule them to retract the Orders 


which they have given you to proſecute me: And 


that you may be aſſured to find me at the Expiration 
of that Time, enter an Action againſt me, and let 


me be carried to one of the Compters. The Lin- 


neg-Draper, not aware of the Trap which Betty 


bad laid for him, fell into it directly 3 but ſhe had 


not been above three Hours in the Jail, when ſhe 
< ſent 


S - 
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ſent for an Attorney, who found Bail for her, ſhe 
having given him an Account of the Affair, which 
he found to be true, and ſne was again ſet at Li- 
berty. This coſt her near an hundred Pounds; 
however, ſhe thought the Money was well laid out, 
ſmce it prevented her from being ſent to Newgate, 
and condemned at the Old- Baily. 
Betty conſidered that to ſtay in London was the 
Way to be diſcovered, and conſequently to undergo 
the Puniſhment which ſhe had fo narrowly avoided, 
meeting one Evening with a young Spark, ſhe pre- 
vailed with him to take a Trip with her into Suſſex, 
where ſhe knew was a Company of Stroling-Players, 
whom they met and joined at Lewes, As he was 
not full One and Twenty Years of Age, ſhe ad- 
viſed him to ſell his Fortune, which was five hun- 
dred Pounds, for as much as he could get for it; 
he followed her Advice, and diſpoſing of it to his 
_ elder Brother for four hundred Pounds, though 
he wanted but fix Months of attaining to One and 
_ "Twenty Years, he returned to Beity, and they in- 
veigling the Principal Players, contracted with 
them to go to Ireland. 
THE Company being divided, he chat had been 
Maſter could not carry on his Buſineſs, and there- 
fore was neceſſitated to fell his Stock of Cloaths, 
Scenes, &c. to Betty; and he, with the reſt, en- 
tered into the fame Contract with the others, ſo that 
Betty was now ſole Miſtreſs, which was the Point 
ſhe aimed at. She found Means to inveigle her 
Daughter, whom ſhe had by her firit Huſband, to 
leave him, and come to her; whohaving led a very 
uneaſy Life at home, rejoiced to lay hold on that 
1 As ſhe was Miſtreſs of a deluding 
Tongue, in a very little Time ſhe drew in the 
young Fellow to marry her, having firit taken Care 
that it ſhould not be in his Power to lay Claim to. 
any Thing that was her's; and now they began 


their 
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their Journey for Ireland, taking a Rout through 


moſt of the principal Towns that lay between Lon- 
don and Welt-Cheſter, in each of which they met 
with great Encouragement. 

Wren they embarked at Par“ gate on board a 
Merchant Ship, they hadafavourable Wind, which 
carried them afe along tne Welſh Coaſt ; but they 
had not ſailed three Leagues beyond Holy- head, 
when a violent Storm aroſe, which obliged the 
Maſter to make the beſt of his Way, and ſtand in 
for the Southern Parts of Ireland. They were 
three Days in the Storm before they could reach 


any Shore with Safety ; but at laſt, when the Wind 


began to abate, they ſtood in for the Cove of Cork, 
— anchored there. They ſoon landed at the Key 
of that City, and having refreſhed themſelves, 


Betty applied herſelf to the Mayor and Aldermen, 


who preſently granted her Requeſt, and gave the 


Company leave to Act there as often as they pleaſed. 


She preſently ſet Men to Work, who ſoon built a 
Stage and other Conveniences in an old Warehouſe, 
which ſhe hired, and their firſt Play was the Tem- 
peſt; or the Inchanted Iſland. Here they continued 
1 the Winter; and when the Summer approached, 
they ſtrolled to other Parts of the Kingdom, where 
they met with good Succeſs. | 
Tris Courſe of Life they ſteered for ſome Years, 


when Betty, who had accuſtomed herſelf to cat and 


drink the beſt, was ſeized with a violent Pain 
in her Side one Day, as the Company were 
travelling towards a Town called Tralee, to which 
they had been invited; and the Weather be- 


ing very Hot, her Diſtemper increaſed, which 


obliged her to go into a Barn, where he died, 


before a Surgeon could be brought from the next 
Vühge. 
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War became of her Daughter is not material 
to our preſent Purpoſe : All I ſhall further add is, 
that when ſhe perceived the Approach of Death, 
ſhe repented of her irregular and wicked Manner 
of living, promiſing an Amendment if ſhe ſhould 
ſurvive her Diſtemper; but when ſhe found there 
were no Hopes of Life, ſhe breathed her laſt, 


with an intire Reſignation, in the 54th Year of 
her Age. | 
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